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In testimony before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee Feb. 24, Secretary of State George
Shultz praised the efforts of President Oscar Arias in trying to develop a new regional peace plan
at a Feb. 15 summit in San Jose. "One of the healthy developments in Central America is first the
emergence of four democratically oriented countries with civilian elected presidents and second,
the emerging sense of community among them...They support the Contadora process, as we
do." However, according to Shultz, the Contadora process has resulted in the countries outside
Central America telling the Central Americans, "here's what you should do." "I think it's a healthy
development that the four democratic countries are saying, well, we live here and we're going to
have some say about what is to happen here and we will be producing ideas of our own." Shultz
and Sen. Christopher Dodd (D-Conn.), chair of the committee, clashed over the issue of meetings
between congressional leaders and foreign heads of state. During a recent trip to Central America,
Dodd excluded US Ambassador to Nicaragua, Harry Bergold, from a meeting with Nicaraguan
President Daniel Ortega. Shultz said, "Efforts by members of congress to, in a sense, run their own
foreign policy" is unacceptable. "I think we have plenty of room for debate right here, but then
when we go outside, we ought to stick with the policy" we have worked out." Dodd responded that
members of the legislative branch "have a function to perform...And that is, of course, the power
of the purse, to appropriate funds as requested by an administration for whatever purpose. And in
this regard, obviously in the conduct of foreign policy. "It's important, I think, from time to time, for
members of Congress to be able to have candid discussions, without trying to conduct the foreign
policy of the country."
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